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known Compared with the difficulties of movement
in other parts of the country, the going is quite easy, but
there aie many places where an active enemy can he in
ambush, while in order to ensure the safety of the long
line of communications the mountains on either side of
the valley would have to be cleared and picketed
This was just what the Spaniards failed to do It is true
that the column which advanced along the valley reached
its objective and occupied Xauen with ease, but the
flanking column made no progress, and the independent
force from Larache was unable to break through the
tribes, though no doubt its action helped to make the occu-
pation possible by holding the enemy to their ground
None the less the occupation was a success, and if no
disaster had occurred on the MehUa front, might have
been permanent It undoubtedly increased Spanish
prestige, for Xauen is regarded in the Moslem world as
a sacred place and was built by those Moors expelled
from Spam by Ferdinand and Isabella It is a charm-
ing little walled town, where the houses have red-tiled,
sloping roofs just as in Granada—and the people are
traditionalists, for I myself have met men there who
have shown me the keys of their ancestors3 homes in the
Andalusian city.
Thus the situation on the Jibala front at the end of
1920 was as follows Raisuli had been much weakened
and it seemed likely would soon have to surrender,
thereby releasing much needed reinforcements to clear
the hills round Xauen; some of the tribes had made
submission; and though the advanced military posi-
tion, being strategically unsound and tactically bad,
gave cause for grave anxiety, it really seemed as though
with a little luck the gamble would come off Poor
General Berenguer had worked hard, displayed energy,

